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reFERENCE: MSP/35/BY-ELECT/CLCS 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to the 
representatives of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (the “Convention”) and has the honour to invite nominations with respect to two 
vacant seats in the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (the 

“Commission”), namely one seat for members of the Commission from the Group of 
Eastern European States and one seat for members of the Commission from the Group 
of Western European and other States, respectively, for a term ending on 15 June 2028. 

The period for the nomination of candidates will open on 12 February 2025 and 

will close on 12 May 2025 at midnight (EST). 

Vacancies in the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 

On 29 January 2025, the Secretariat received a note verbale from the Permanent 
Mission of Norway to the United Nations, informing the Secretariat of the resignation 

of Mr. Harald Brekke, a member of the Commission nominated by Norway and elected 
by the thirty-second Meeting of States Parties for a term of five years, from 

16 June 2023 to 15 June 2028 (SPLOS/32/15). It is recalled that pursuant to the 
Arrangement for the allocation of seats on the International Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, approved by the 
nineteenth Meeting of States Parties on 26 June 2009 (SPLOS/201), Mr. Brekke was 

elected to fill a seat allocated to the Group of Western European and other States. 

It is also recalled that another seat, allocated to the Group of Eastern European 
States, has remained vacant. The resumed thirty-fourth Meeting of States Parties 

decided that, should the President of the Meeting receive from the Group of Eastern 
European States information about potential candidates no less than 14 weeks prior to 
the commencement of the thirty-fifth Meeting of States Parties, the Secretary-General 

would circulate a call for nominations, with a view to conducting elections at the thirty- 
fifth Meeting, with the deadline for nominations falling on 17 March 2025 

(SPLOS/34/15, para. 14). In light of the vacancy that arose due to the resignation of 
Mr. Brekke and the need to conduct a by-election at the thirty-fifth Meeting, the 

nomination for the seat allocated to the Group of Eastern European States that remains 

to be filled shall be open as outlined in the section “Procedure of nomination”, below. 

Pursuant to article 2, paragraph 3, of annex II to the Convention, “[e]lections of 
the members of the Commission shall be held at a meeting of States Parties convened by 

the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters,” In addition, pursuant to rule 72 

(By-elections) of the rules of procedure for Meetings of States Parties (SPLOS/2/Rev.5), 
“Tilf the office of a member of the Commission becomes vacant, the Meeting of States 

Parties shall, in accordance with rule 71 [(Elections of the members of the 
Commission)], elect a member for the remainder of the predecessor’s term.”





UNITED NATIONS © NATIONS UNIES PAGE 3 See 

Nominations must indicate the name of the candidate and be accompanied by a 
statement of qualifications in the fields of geology, geophysics or hydrography. 

The statement of qualifications should not exceed 400 words; however, the 

nominating State may additionally submit a more comprehensive curriculum vitae for 
publication on the web site of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, 
Office of Legal Affairs. Nominations must be addressed to: 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations 
c/o Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
Office of Legal Affairs 

United Nations DC2-0450 
New York, NY 10017 

The statement of qualifications of the candidate should also be transmitted 

electronically in MS Word format to: doalos@un.org. 

Expenses of members while in performance of Commission d㈀攀 
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The Secretary-General avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the 
representatives of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
the assurances of his highest consideration. 


