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Mr. Chairman,

While I have the floor, let me make a brief remark on an issue closely related

to the topic of responsibility of international organisations.

In recent years the issue of settlement of disputes of a private character to
which an international organisation is a party has gained increasing
importance. Particularly with regard to dispute settlement procedures in UN
peace operations the present system does not seem entirely adequate. While
we do not support changing the general rules of immunity before domestic
courts, we do believe that further work could be done to ensure that private
individuals who suffer harm as a consequence of peace keeping operations
are compensated. There are obviously important issues related to the inherent
risks in situations of conflict and instability, and it is of paramount
importance to the Nordic countries that the effective and independent
functioning of UN peace operations is not jeopardized. But we do,
nevertheless, also believe that there is room for further reflection on whether
the present system and procedures are adequate to handle legitimate claims

from private individuals.
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