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H.E. Dionisio da Costa Babo Soares is a PhD graduate from the 
Australian National University, after completing his Master’s 
degree on development studies from Massey University of New 
Zealand, as well as a constitutional law degree from Udayana 
Bali University in Indonesia. 
 
He currently serves as the Head of International Relations 
Department of the Office of the President of the Republic. Prior 
to holding several positions in the Government, H.E. Dion

has published widely on Timor-Leste, both at national and 
international levels. 
 
 His career in government began in 2012, as Minister of Justice for the Democratic Republic of 
Timor-Leste from 2012- 2015. In 2015 - 2017, H.E. was also appointed as the Minister of State 
Coordinator for Administrative Affairs and Justice, and Minister of State Administration. 
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Previous Position  

�x Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Poland to the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands (September 2017 �± May 2022) 

�x Permanent Representative of the Republic of Poland to the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (September 2017 �± May 2022) 

 Dutch (good)                     Spanish (good) 

 
Diplomatic Experience  

�x Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) �± Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Poland (September 2017 �± May 2022) 

�x Member of the Committee on the Election of the Prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court (2019 �± 2020) 

�x Chairman of the Working Group on the Rules of Procedure of The Hague 
Conference on Private International Law �± HCCH (2018 Hague 



Managerial Experience  

�x Head of Mission �± Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 

�x Business �± Member and Vice-Chair of the Supervisory Board, ENION S.A. (2006 
�± 2008) 

�x Public administration �± Team Leader, Legal Information Unit and later Head, Urban 
Planning Department, Town Hall of Kraków (2003 �± 2006) 

Legal Experience: Private International Law  

�x Jagiellonian University in Kraków �± Law and Administration Faculty (since 2006); 
Assistant in the Chair of Private International Law (since 2006); Associate 
Professor in the Chair of Private International Law (since 2007) 

�x Max-Planck Institut für ausländisches und internationales Privatrecht in Hamburg 
�± Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law (2004 �± 
2005) �± doctoral research year financed by the Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders 
Fellowship Fund 

�x Expert of the European Commission �± member of the Group of Experts on the 
property consequences of marriage and other forms of union �± �³�3�5�0-�,�,�,�´ 

�x Expert of the Committee on Legal Affairs of the European Parliament on the reform 
of the Brussels II Regulation 

�x Expert of the Polish Parliament on the substantial reform of Part IV of the Polish 
Code of Civil Procedure (Rules on International Civil Procedure) 

�x Speaker on courses for judges from the European Union organized by the 
Academy of European Law in Trier (ERA) 

�x Author of 40 publications on international instruments from the field of private 
international law, party autonomy, international commercial litigation, and 
investment arbitration 

Academic Career  

Academic degrees awarded by the Law and Administration F aculty of the 
Jagiellonian University:  

�x Doctor habilitatus (Dr hab. �± habilitation) �± (2016) 
�x Doctor iuris (Dr �± doctor of legal sciences) �± (2006) 
�x Magister iuris (Mgr �± graduate diploma in law) �± after completing five years of 

studies (2002) 

Research projec ts and grants:  

�x �µ�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���/�D�Z�� �R�I�� �2�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q�¶���� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�G���E�\�� �W�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K��
Ministry of Science and Higher Education (2007 �± 2010) 

�x �µ�3�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �/�D�Z�� �$�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �%�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�� �7�U�H�D�W�L�H�V�¶���� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\��
the Max-Planck-Gesellschaft (Max Planck Society) (2007) 



�x �µ�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �D�� �6�R�X�U�F�H�� �R�I�� �3�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �/�D�Z�¶���� �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\��
the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education (2005 �± 2007) 

�x Short (i.e., at least two weeks) research stays abroad: Institut de Droit Comparé 
(Institute of Comparative Law) in Paris, University of Heidelberg, University of 
Cologne, University of Salzburg, Charles University in Prague, Eötvös Loránd 
University in Budapest, University of Pécs, and University of Seville 

Scholarships, fellowsh ips & awards:  

�x Bohdan Winiarski Scholar, Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of 
Cambridge (2010) 

�x EPS (European Judicial Review) Award for the most useful book in court 
proceedings (2013) 

�x �7�K�H���3�R�O�L�V�K���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V���$�Z�D�U�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���G�R�F�W�R�Ual thesis (2007) 

Memberships:  

�x Czech Yearbook of International Law �± Editorial Board 
�x ELTE Law Journal �± Advisory Board 
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Books : 
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Biography of Dr. Hao Duy PHAN 
 

 
Dr. Hao Duy Phan is a lecturer and researcher at the Diplomatic Academy of Viet 

Nam. He 



Daphne Hong, Solicitor -General and Director -General, International Affairs 
Division, AGC   

 

Daphne Hong  is the Solicitor-General and concurrently the Director-General of the 

International Affairs Division of the Attorney-�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�¶�V���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V (AGC).  

She joined the AGC in November 2006, where she undertook international law 

advisory and negotiation work covering the entire range of international law issues. 

�6�K�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�¶�V�� �3�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W��Mission to the United Nations in New 

York as its legal advisor from September to December 2009. From 2010 to 2015, her 

primary focus was on international economic law, encompassing trade and investment 

law and international intellectual property law.  

She was appointed as Director-General of the International Affairs Division of AGC in 

August 2016. In this role, she is the Legal Adviser of Singapore and heads the legal 

department that advises the government on all international law matters, including 

international economic law, law of the sea, aviation law and human rights law. She 

also represents Singapore in international negotiations and dispute resolution. More 

recently, she was involved in the a

General in April 2022. In this role, she assists the 

Attorney-General in overseeing the administration and operation of the Attorney-

�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�¶�V���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V���� 
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Mr Adam McCarthy is Chief Counsel and First Assistant Secretary, Legal Division at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). 
 

Prior to this he was acting First Assistant Secretary, Multilateral Policy Division at DFAT. 
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