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are not party to the Protocols to take this opportunity to consider acceding to the two Additional 
Protocols1 and, where necessary, to enact implementing legislation to give effect to them.  In 
addition, the ICRC highlights that states may also consider making a Declaration under Article 90 
of Additional Protocol I to recognize the competence of the International Humanitarian Fact-
Finding Commission (IHFFC), in case they have not done so yet, and to use and encourage the use 
of IHFFC’s good offices and fact-finding services. 
 

4. The 34th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, titled “Navigate Uncertainty 
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Digital emblem 

21. The ICRC is seeking the support of states to create a digital red cross/crescent emblem that could 
make it clear to cyber operators that they have entered the computer systems or digital 
infrastructure of medical or humanitarian entities that enjoy specific protections under IHL. In 
November 2022, the ICRC published a detailed report presenting its analysis on the benefits and 
risks of a digital emblem, measures to mitigate any risks identified, and possible technical solutions 
for the digital emblem’s implementation. This year, the ICRC has conducted a series of 
consultations with states, National Societies, the private sector, and other relevant stakeholders 
to determine whether and how a digital emblem could be incorporated into IHL; a multilateral 
technical consultation, where the proposed technical solution will be presented in detail, will take 
place with states on June 26th, 2024. The ICRC also hopes for a dynamic discussion on the digital 
emblem at the 34th International Conference in October. The ICRC encourages states to mobilize 
their technological, legal and military expertise to engage with the ICRC on the establishment of a 
digital emblem, including during bilateral and multilateral consultations that will take place over 
the course of the year. 

 

Autonomous weapons systems 

22. Addressing the dangers posed by autonomous weapon systems (AWS) – being weapons that select 
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new documents added and efforts to optimize its functioning (downloading time).7  “International 
Humanitarian Law: A Comprehensive Introduction”, the reference IHL handbook by Nils Melzer, 
was translated further into Indonesian, Farsi and Armenian.8 The ICRC also developed and updated 
its reference “How does law protect in war?” platform (visited by over 600’000 users worldwide 
in 2023) with new introductory texts, bibliographic references, case studies and thematic 
highlights on contemporary IHL issues, such as “Targeting under international humanitarian law”, 
“The Protection of the Natural Environment in Armed Conflict” or “The same IHL applies to all 
warring parties: differentiating between jus contra bellum (law prohibiting use of interstate force) 
and jus in bello (law limiting effects of warfare)”.9 The ICRC also organized and supported various 
IHL students competitions, roundtables and training courses for academics all around the world. 
In particular, it organized the 15th


