


                           
 
 

Page | 2 
 

Throughout Africa, women are the primary caretakers, responsible for tilling the land and 

feeding their families. Tree planting became a natural choice to address some of their most 

basic needs.  To date, Green Belt Movement communities have planted over 50 million trees 

in Kenya, helping to restore degraded watersheds and improve the livelihood of the local 

communities.  

The 2018 International Day of Forests, through its theme of forests and sustainable cities 

provides an opportunity to not just celebrate the importance of forests to sustainable cities 

and communities, but also to raise questions like - how can we strengthen engagement 

between forest managers and local governments?  Cities stand at the forefront of innovation 

and climate action, as they tackle the complex infrastructure needs of building, 

transportation, water and waste while increasing sustainability and economic efficiency.   

Global observances like the International Day of Forests are an opportunity to get informed, 

and translate our knowledge into action. In that spirit, I hope that the 2018 International Day 

of Forests will inspire 


